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"Parasitic" by Kelly Mayo:

    wrapping herself up around the column,
    reaching higher, stretching towards the endless energy of the sun,
    the ivy will only stop for shade.
    her grip raping the very bricks that give her life,
    she is unable to flutter her silky green beauty
    without scarring and eventually destroying all.

MaxMSP instructions

To operate the patch, you must download and install the MaxMSP runtime application: http://www.cycling74.com/
The patch will start automatically. The engineer may begin the keyboard strokes immediately. To reset the patch quickly back to the beginning, press BACKSPACE and then ESC.

Stage Layout Program Notes

While writing this piece, I wanted to create a sonic world that was both representative of the ivy and columns from 
the poem. The ivy is represented by three distinct voices that organically grow around microtonal pitches (pitch 
resulting from divided semitones). The columns are represented by pulse-like entrances of cold, slowly moving 
harmonies that roll in and out of the texture. The harmonies are constructed from a single generative cellular 
automata sequence. The combination results in a contrast of stasis and ubiquitous motion whilest the soprano sings a 
lamenting narration. The result is a work that immerses the audience in a sonic realm of simultaneous calm and 
chaos.

- Andrew Allen, April 2008
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